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Abstract:  
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) is a flagship 
programme of Govt. of India. The Act was Notified initially in two hundred most backward 
district of the countries w.e.f. February 2,2006 and Subsequently extended all over India in two 
phases. 
 The programme aims at enhancing livelihood security of the rural poor by providing at 
least 100 days of guaranteed wage employment in a financial year to every household whose 
adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual work. The Act seek to create durable assets and 
strengthen the likelihood resource base of the rural  poor. The choice of works suggested in the 
Act causes chronic poverty like deforestation, flood, soil erosion etc. so that the process of 
employment generation is on a sustainable basis. This study is proposed to examine wage on 
works focused on coastal erosion conservation, land development, nursery making etc to the 
field  mangrove plantation, drought proofing through afforestation. 
Key Word : Erosion, afforestation, MGNREGA, conservation, productivity, beautification, 
empowerment. 
 
Concept of  the study :  
Based on the concept of 'Gram Swaraj' introduced  by Mahatma Gandhi parliament of 
India prefix the name of Mahatma Gandhi with NREGA and since  than it was named Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment  Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). Since the development 
economy in Indian economy with 'Demand and supply'' of labour and their wage may not be 
adequate for the poor house-hold women to reach their own target income, Envisaging situations 
like these, the Indian govt. implemented the MGNREGA in recent past, to implement the 
income of the poor by providing them employment for certain number of labour days in a year. 
According to the data available, approximately 71.9 percent of India's population still resides in 
rural areas. It is reported that starling from feb 2, 2006 upto 1st April, 2008, NREGA covered 
200 Districts of India. The statute is hailed by the Govt. of  India appears  to be the largest and 
most ambitions social security and public works  programme in the world. The world Bank 
termed it a ''Steller example of rural development''. 
 Under this Scheeme in India, employment is normally provided within 5 km of an 
applicant’s residence, and minimum wages are paid. If work is not provided within 15 days at 
applying, applicants are entitled to an unemployment allowance. Thus, employment under 
MGNREGA is a legal entitlement which is implemented mainly by gram panchayats  (GPs). A 
Part from Providing economic Security and creating rural assests, NREGA can help in 
protecting the environment, empowering rural women, reducing rural urban migration and 
fostering social equity, among others. The law provides many safe guards to promote its 
effective management and implementation. The Act explicitly mentions the principles and 
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agencies for implementation, list of allowed works, financing pattern, monitoring and 
evaluation, and most importantly the detailed measures to ensure trans-parency and 
accountability. 
 This indicates that NREGA potential for women's empowerment by providing them 
opportunities for paid work. One third of all employment is reserved for woman, there is a 
provision for equal wages to men and women. 
 
Impact of  MGNREGA on coastal Environment :  
In these aspects of ocean and coastal management not only improves the coastal physical 
condition through appropriate mangrove vegetation, but also harness it, thereby fostering natural 
beauty of coastal belt and promoting Eco-tourism development. In these aspects of developing 
coastal vegetation through forest management, women folk of the coastal belt plantation, 
especially along sea shore of Khejuri belt. The forest Department has collaborated with coastal 
people. Initiating a very important popular economic project of  Integrated coastal zone 
management (ICZM), taking advantage of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee scheme (MGNREGS) utilizing the women power and their natural skill and ability 
for this purpose. 
 
Impact of MGNREGA ON RURAL Women :  
MGNREGA helped in creation of employment for all sections of rural poor including 
women, scheduled castes and Tribes. In the absence of social security, 'MGNREGA' Provides 
back ward castes hope and livelihood. It seems to be more effective way to doing many things 
simultaneously removing poverty, ensuring food and nutrition for targeted sections, enhancing 
gender equality, productivity utilizing the unused valuable human labour, creating infrastructure, 
saving the society and environment. 
 In contemporary society, MGNREGA deserves significant emphasis considering this 
socio-economic content. Women - centric approaches are the principal reason of popularity of 
this act. Hence, women workers can move one step forward in the way of achieving economic 
self sufficiency. 
 
Present Situation in this area :  
Erosion of coastal sea- shore is the most critical natural phenomenon of this area. Further 
the coastal belt lies within cyclone prone zone, particularly, the frequency , of cyclonic storm 
formed over Bay of Bengal with severe intensity is becoming a regular feature in decades. 
Among mangroves, only cosuarina plantation along covered the sea - coast of Khejuri to Hijli, 
up to Digha continues as protection measures of both these problems. In depth study of coastal 
dune morphology along Medinipur coastal track shows that sea - level remained very dynamic 
during the Holocene period. Since sea level have been rising in the 21st century at an accelerated 
rate, this has become a challenge to coastal management sea - walls, placing Dykes etc. are also 
expensive to construct. 
 The present study is an attempt to understand and examine the nature-based resources 
development and through forest protection, thereby providing socio-economic environment 
improvement, particularly in Khejuri to Hijli coastal area. 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
STUDIES 
  
  Vol. 5, Issue 5, May, 2019       ISSN (Online): 2454-8499       Impact Factor: 1.8167(GIF), 
                                                                                                                          0.679(IIFS) 
10th May, 2019                                                           Page No: 3 
Web: www.irjms.in                                    Email: irjms2015@gmail.com, irjms.in@gmail.com   
 
 
Table –A 
Total Plantation on Coastal belt from Khejuri to Hijli  
Year Gram Panchayet Total Plantation (Ha) 
Casuarinas Mangrove 
Area Covered 
(Ha) 
No. of Plants Area Covered 
(Ha) 
No. of Plants 
2013 Khejuri 20 40,000 50 1,00,000 
Hijli 40 80,000 -- -- 
2014 Khejuri 35 70,000 15 20,000 
Hijli 25 45,000 10 20,000 
2015 Khejuri 15 25,000 10 20,000 
Hijli 15 25,000 70 1,25,000 
2016 Khejuri 20 40,000 25 45,000 
Hijli 20 40,000 10 20,000 
 Total 190(Ha) 3,55,000 190 (Ha) 3,50,000 
Source : Khejuri & Hijli’s forest Deptt. 2016 
 
 
 Table –B 
Women Role for Nursery-Seedling Management  
Year Gram Panchayet Total Number of 
Seeding grown  
Women Participation 
for Nursery 
Management (%) 
2013 Khejuri 1,40,000 98% 
Hijli 1,20,000 96% 
2014 Khejuri 1,40,000 92% 
Hijli 1,60,000 98% 
2015 Khejuri 1,70,000 90% 
Hijli 2,00,000 98% 
2016 Khejuri 70,000 95% 
Hijli 1,00,000 96% 
Source : Khejuri & Hijli forest Deptt.2016 
The above information collected last 4 (four) years clearly indicate that in both Khejuri & 
Hijli coastal belt, the area covered (in ha) by casuarina and Mangrove plantation are equally 
progressed and women’s participation, particularly in nursery management are as high as 98% in 
both the areas.  
 In this study it is observed that, women’s participation has remained high, though 
there are may be inter-state variations. 
  
Conclusion :  
Considering the present Socio- economic situation of the coastal belt, the women are 
compelled to come out from their dwellings to earn their livelighoood; Since there was no option. 
Thus, women play an essential role in the management of natural resources, sustainable 
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development strategies must aim to foster women’s empowerment  and effective participation. 
The present study focuses on women’s day to day activities to benefit the society with prevention, 
protection and beautification of the coastal belt. Thus, the present case study deals with all these 
aspects, including environmental and socio-economic benefits of work done through the  
NREGA. 
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